This interview was placed at the web-site TAVLEI in Russian language 27.05.2002. (http://www.gambler.ru/plus/tavlei/theory/komp_a2.htm)

The interview is given in English translation of  S.Yushkevitsh in short version.

The Interview.

There was a lot of the criticism to address of the Committee of the Problemism (CPI) of the FMJD, p.e., A.Kaciuska article “ Going to the blind-alley” placed at the web-site TAVLEI in April, 200; E.Zubov’s article “New euro with the images of the Presidents” (the magazine “Shashechnyu Mir”, N 1,2002), P.Shkludov’s articles in his edition “Moi Zhurnal”. The web-site TAVLEI has connected with the CPI President S. Yushkevitch for the interview. The meeting took place 07.05.2002 in Kharkov. So: TAVLEI –web-master S.Pedko, SY-S.Yushkevitch, the CPI President, Grand Master International, the docent of the chair of the Piano Superior of the Kharkov’ Institute of Arts, laureat of the International Piano competition Reine Elizabeth in Brussels, 1975.

SY. I am grateful TAVLEI for the invitation for interview. TAVLEI is a very good site because its character feature is the interest to the history, perhaps even philosophic view as regards to draughts, and also because there is no sign of “yellow press” at the site TAVLEI. 

TAVLEI. Thank you for kind words in our address. You was elected at the post of the CPI President in August 2001. Tell us, what was done since and which problems have you seen?

SY. Three principal points of my program are known:

1. Big competition for solvers;

2. The establishment of the International Rules for the problemism (Rules);

3. Team World Championship for problemists.

But before to begin to realize these points, I have learned the SPI Statutes to look: is everything existing from 19.08.2001 corresponds to the SPI Statutes and I have seen that not everything. 

TAVLEI. SPI? Or CPI?

SY. SPI. Shortly: the CPI is organized at the GA FMJD in August 2001 as the successor of the SPI, which exists since 1987. The details – see the article of the Secretary of the SPI/CPI, Mr. Steef de Bruijn in the FMJD Almanac, December 2001.

Well, according to the SPI Statutes, CPI has considered and confirmed the results of the competitions 1998-2000 (the results of the concours FMJD-98 was re-considered). The official FMJD competitions and the Ratings of the problemists were published din Dutch magazine “De Problemist”, N 6, 2001. Apart, there was written the CPI Statutes (based on the SPI Statutes), there was established the new title for the problemists- “The FMJD Master” for these problemists who has obtained at least 50 points, but the innovations should be approved by the GA FMJD, it is the requirement of the FMJD Statutes. Too the CPI logo was created.

About the realization of my program.

I always believed that the main direction in the SPI/CPI activity should be the propaganda of the problemism as large as possible. Therefore I have projected the World Championship for solvers. However, this idea was not supported for the reason of the impossibility to avoid using the computer’s programs. I have accepted this criticism, may be I was wrong in my intentions, more romantic than the reality existing. Therefore the big concours: COUPE of the FMJD PRESIDENT was organized.

The next point is: to establish the Rules for problemism. My principal position is clear: firstly-Rules, secondly-competition. If there is no Rule - there is no competition.

In September 2001 the Technical Committee (TC) was organized for the genre of the problems: S.de Bruijn (Netherlands), A.Tavernier (France) and me as the representative of the former USSR. It was a big problem: to combine the different notions of the Dutch rules, French rules and the rules of the former USSR. We have done a lot of work. And, at last, in March 2002 the preliminary text of the Rules was sent to many problemists of the various countries, in Russia also – to B.Shkitkin, S.Perepelkin, A.Nikolaev. To my regret, I have got no word in answer from them, like, by the way, and from many other people. 

TAVLEI. A.Kaciuska thinks, that the project should be published for large discussion, otherwise it will difficult to avoid the ambitions, misunderstandings etc.

SY. I stay in the opposition to his opinion. It is not the acceptation of the Rules leads to misunderstandings, but, on contrary, the absence of the Rules. According to the SPI/CPI Statutes, it is not necessary to send Rules for large discussion. In spite of this fact, I have sent. Do you think, many people answered? Nothing of the kind! Then, I asked A.Kaciuska to present Rules to the Lithuanian problemists and I am sure he has done it. A.Tavernier has done the same as regards to the French problemists. I personally and also over S.de Bruijn sent Rules to the Dutch problemists. The Ukranian and Belarussian problemists also were involved in the discussion. Thus, for whom (not for what) should to publish the project? 

Too, where the project should be published (6 pages in format A4, by the way)? Is it possible to imagine that some edition will publish firstly the project and after –the accepted project??

God bless us, if one time the Rules will be published. Apart, I have the different from A.Kaciuska opinions: 

”stop discussion, let us begin competitions!”. A.Kaciuska may express his opinion at some web-site, and it is wonderful, but people who have not such opportunity also has right to be heard.

TAVLEI. Did you send the Rules to E.Zubov?

SY. No. Later I will explain why.

Well, the TC has got at about 100 remarks (including the new ideas of the members of the TC). At about 50 of them were accepted, and today, 07.05.2002 I have sent the final text of the Rules to these people who sent me remarks. Why we talk about now? Because it is correct that A.Kaciuska has indicated: since 1998 the FMJD has organized no competition. It is not correct that his remark is addressed me because I am not responsible for both activity and non-activity of the former SPI President E.Zubov.

Now Rules are fixed and I hope in June/July we will begin the competition, which would completely correspond to the FMJD power: the First Personal World Championship. This competition is preliminary approved at the CD 09.02.2002, regulations are checked as regards to the FMJD Statutes. It is enough to start but I would like to get the final approval at the CD 02.06.2002.

TAVLEI. May the CPI not get the approval?

SY. Yes, it is possible.

TAVLEI. And then what? All this giant work was useless? 

SY. But it is not most unpleasure – to get clear answer, let even negative answer, then, at least, we will see the source of troubles, the problem which should be decided. It is much more badly if the CPI-questions put not in the CD agenda. 

Now I answer why I did not send Rules to E.Zubov.

E.Zubov is exceptionally talented problemist. He has done also good work for the development of the problemism in former USSR and Russia. I appreciate very much he could get the FMJD diplomas for Grand Masters International.

These are facts.

But the fact is also that in his e-mail “Zubov and composition” of 25.08.2001 in 16 addresses he has declared (I quote): “… I and Matus came to solution to create independent from FMJD international federation draughts composers”. And there was no refutation since.

Well, “came to solution”, perfect. Then for which reason should me send them the information which is not necessary for them already?

De facto, they put themselves out of the FMJD, I even do not mention about the filth, which E.Zubov has addressed to the FMJD President, Mr. W. van Beek and me. And now E.Zubov is among persons who are invited at the CD 02.06.2002. Really, the toleration of Mr. W.van Beek has no limits!

As regards to me - that is a different thing. I do not have even 0,01 % of Mr. W.van Beek toleration. Having grown up in the Soviet “ant-hill”: a communal factoring house I - in the pauses between Mozart and Tchaikovsky - since my child’s years have learned “The Symphony of Dirty-Swear-Words” so often perfectly heard in our flat from the court-yard. I have not the refined vision of the world by means of a European intellectual’s eyes; my seeing of the World is simple, and I know how man should struggle against nasty things in life. The information in the e-mail “Zubov and composition” shows his intentions of working not in the FMJD frames. It is enough for me to accept it accordingly.

TAVLEI. It is clear. Back to Rules. What about other genres of the problemism?

SY. A.Kaciuska was appointed, with his agreement, as the chief of the TC for the Endgames, he had full freedom to select members of the TC, etc. But in December 2001 he wrote me that he stops his activity unless I will confirm: was he the CPI member before I became the CPI President or was not. But I could not to confirm or not to confirm, I had no the CD records, I am not the FMJD Secretary! I asked the CD to confirm A.Kaciuska as the CPI member, but it was not done 09.02.2002. And now I secondly ask the CD to confirm this simple fact: A.Kaciuska is the CPI member.

We have collaborated with A.Kaciuska long time ago, but he has not informed me: which part of work was done (or was not), who are the TC members etc., and now I know nothing about.

TAVLEI. OK. Tell us about the Team World Championship.

SY. Look, this is the project of the regulations of the Team World Championship. But, you understand, we worked careful for the CPI Statutes, for Rules, for solver’ concours, for the regulation of the First Personal World Championship, we had not enough time to work for the Team competition.

TAVLEI. Now, please, tell us about the solvers concours the Coupe of the FMJD President (COUPE).

SY. It is completely the concours by the post-correspondence. There was the idea to organize the second stage “face-to-face”, but we have refused from. Nevertheless, the stage “face-to-face” is concerned with considerable expense, and it is not the CPI-area, this is the field of the CD, National federation: to involve the sponsors etc.

TAVLEI. By the way, about the sponsors: open the secret of the 500 euro, and also: has the CPI some financial support of the FMJD?

SY. No. And this is the problem. To avoid the dependence from the FMJD – will FMJD give the diplomas or will not – the idea has appeared: to establish the CPI diplomas. It takes not so many money – to print, p.e., 500 diplomas, but for the time being it is not clear what may be as the source of these money.

It does exist no secret also and about 500 euro. The idea of the World Championship for solvers was not supported. Then the FMJD President, Mr. W.van Beek has proposed the COUPE. I consider it as the goodwill action, on contrary of E.Zubov who has names it: “the bone for hungry dog”.  

TAVLEI. What about the second stage of the COUPE?

SY. In general, there is no news in the second stage. The terms of the sending will be indicated and the order of the winners definition. 

TAVLEI. Do not you think that the absence in the regulations of the first stage the order of the definition may be considered as the machination?

SY. With what? With the personal money of Mr. W.bvan Beek?

TAVLEI. Yes, exactly. 

SY. But I am indifferent how it will be considered! The regulations were adjusted with Mr. W.van Beek. That is all. The point.

It does exist other problem. Now already it is not possible to publish the position of the second stage in mass-media, if we want the second stage would take place. This looks as the absurdity but this is reality after E.Zubov has published the positions of first stage together with the solution of these positions. It was published in Russian magazine “Shashechnyi mir”, N 1, 2002 (the redactor-in-chief the FMJD Vice-President V.Ptitsyn, information support – the independent web-site “Draughts.ru”. A.Kaciuska has named this publication as “argumented criticism” and came to the conclusion: “the farce is as the result of the COUPE”.

Well, I see two parts in E.Zubov’s article. 

First part is the criticism itself and it may be discussed. I have never stayed in the opposition to the argumented criticism, p.e., I patiently accept the criticism of A.Kaciuska, in spite of the fact he has stopped his activity in the CPI, and remarks of  A.Kaciuska were accepted during the work for the Rules. But the second part of E.Zubov’s article is not the criticism, it is the publication of the solution of the COUPE before the deadline of the sending. This is, no doubt, the attempt to discredit the COUPE. I think, this action has no precedent in the history of draughts. I could never imagine that such action could be possible!

TAVLEI. As basis of his publication E.Zubov mentions that many problems of the COUPE were published in Dutch press and are well-known for problemists.

SY. The solvers concours is organized not for problemists! But for people who either far from the problemism or very far.

TAVLEI. Yes, but draughts editions exist also not for problemists, and could the amateurs from the Netherlands read the solutions?

SY. Wait a moment, do you know how many editions exist in the Netherlands since 1909 (the year of the first number of “Het Damsplel”)? Many thousands! Before to select these 20 problems I have looked through at about 30.000 positions. The aim was: to select something unusual for people could feel the beauty of the problemism and, at the same time, the latent defects would be presented there. It was difficult to combine. And I think if somebody has placed problems on the board, even if he used the computer’s program for solving, it is already the success. Perhaps he has done it firstly in his life. This is important.

TAVLEI. What about four positions in the genre of  “Zadachi”?

SY. It is typical Russian genre. I believed, no computer might solve “Zadachi”. Too, this genre is enough interesting to be known for people living out of the former USSR.

TAVLEI. Then why E.Zubov has published the solution of the COUPE?

SY. This is first question, which I hear from people who contact with me: “Why?”

The answer is very simple. The motivation of this E.Zubov publication and his estimation of the COUPE as 

“a bone for hungry dog” characterize enough clear and definitiively E.Zubov himself, but not the COUPE. E.Zubov was offended by the fact that at the election of the CPI president in August 2001 it happened on contrary of his desire. He has offended, he has got angry and he has decided to punish Mr. W.van Beek and me by this action. He wanted to discredit the idea of the COUPE. However the anger is bad adviser. He has indicated the solutions, but not completely full and correct! P.e., N 8 he indicates as correct but N 8 has no solution if Black King executes the capture-move on 41 (instead of 46). The simple move and how man may be blinded by the fury that he does not see such elementary things! If somebody will copy these solutions, I am not sure somebody will take part in the second stage, but somebody will get the experience what it means: to trust E.Zubov.  

So, is the COUPE equal the farce? I don’t think so. The really farce is the attempt of E.Zubov to discredit the COUPE! Probably, it is his fate: having touched of some COUPE he converts it in farce.

There were written simple words in one letter I have got: “ I liked the solvers concours “. I appreciate it much more higher that all “argumented criticism” of offended E.Zubov.

TAVLEI. It seems to me you have answered to the criticism of the COUPE.

SY. No. E.Zubov asks in his article: “What the new frightened word PROBLEMISM S.Yushkevitch  has invented?”.

This word exist since the SPI was established in 1987. E.Zubov worked in the SPI at about 10 years, he leaded the SPI since 1997, but then this word was not frightened for him. Today he does not like “PROBLEMISM” tomorrow he will not like “FMJD” and what? Nothing. 

The “problemism “ is not Russian word. But “server” also, even “The Champions League” is not the best Russian expression. However it is used and it is normal process: the integration of the words in other language.

TAVLEI. Could you say some words about A.Kaciuska article?

SY. I already said him: “Thanks for critic”. Now I reproduce some places (in Italic) and answer.

“The FMJD and the CPI should to activate their work. New talents may lose the motivation without the titles”.

He is absolutely right, but it was done already: the regulation of the Personal World championship was presented at the CD 09.02.2002.

“There are only two the CPI legal members. Neither me no A.Tavernier were not confirmed at the CD.”

It is better to speak about himself. A.Tavernier had no doubt: is he the CPI member or is not, on contrary, he worked very useful in TC, having stayed at the position of French school of the problemism. A.Tavernier is the SPI member since 1993. As regards to the CD Minutes of 09.02.2002: there are really some mistakes. I have sent my objections to the FMJD Secretary, Mr. G.Hubner, and I hope it will be corrected.

“ I think the CPI should also work with the problemism on 64-square board in Russian version”.

No. We are in the FMJD, which is reformed. The Russian version is staying in the 64-section called Russian/Brasilian version. By the way, it does exist also Brazilian original school of the problemism, with its history and culture. And the CPI has no intention to intervene in the Russian/Brasilian 64 – section.

TAVLEI. But then you have to establish contact with new Russian federation?

SY. Good question, but what do you mean as “ have to established contact”? The FMJD position is fixed in the CD Minutes of 09.02.2002. Some parts were translated in Russian by the independent web-site “ Draughts.Ru”. I find to the point to place some fragments not translated in Russian by that independent web-site:

“The Secretary states that the statutes are clear up to now: FMJD recognizes one national federation. However, the recent reform has opened the way to possible recognition of federations by sections (based upon their statutes), provided that statutes allow it. 
The recognition of different federations for a same country by different sections is a decision that has to be taken by an extraordinary general assembly. Currently, the 100 squares CD can recognize the RIDF as a regular member of the FMJD, provided this decision is ratified at the GA…
The next assembly of RDF will appoint responsibles for the 100 squares section: in the absence of representative players, there might be simply nobody appointed. However, the legal issue is in principle an internal Russian problem. The FMJD has since 1956 recognized the RDF and that history cannot and will not be changed.”

That is the FMJD position. The CPI policy is to involve in the problemism as many people as it is possible. Therefore the official CPI documents will be sent in both of federations. Moreover, if the third federation will be created in Russia, p.e., woman federation, the CPI also will send its official documents there. Girls participating in the problemism competitions would only enrich these competitions!

TAVLEI. Yes, without doubt! By the way, I did not understand one place of E.Zubov article where he wrote that you have defined the winners of the COUPE already. What it means?

SY. Exactly so: that I “have defined the winners”.

TAVLEI. How?

SY. In no way, but he uses the press as kind of a tribune to accuse me falsely. By the way, here is an interesting paper – E.Zubov program with which he was chosen as the SPI president in 1997: “According to ask of the FMJD Vice-President, Mr. V.M.Bairamov, I, E.Zubov presnt myself to election at the post of the SPI President…” etc. There are seven activity items in his program up to 31.12.1998. And how many items were realized? NONE. But now one may be charmed listening to his keeping singing. What’s a song, what’s a song…

I do not careful for it, let him singing. As regards to such songs a wise oriental proverb speaks: “The dog is barking but the caravan goes on”.

TAVLEI. On the road to blind-alley?

SY. You know, I had no time to reflect about, since October 2001 I work for the CPI FMJD almost every day. I have aims; I am working for their realization. If I see new ideas which may help me, I consider them. If I do not see new ideas, such “criticism” means for me not more that “the shaking of the air ”. 

The big problem I see: the generation whish appreciate the problemism becomes older. That is why I repeat constantly about the necessity to involve in the problemism new people, new generation, if we do not want gradually become as priests of the Art, which belongs to the past.

TAVLEI. We are sure it will happen never. “Tavlei” wish you success in the realization of your projects. we are ready to inform our visitors about the CPI FMJD activity in future also.

SY. Thank you. I will be glad to perform the CPI FMJD at the web-site “Tavlei” again.  

